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WHAT IS THE NATIONAL BLACK ENGINEERS, AND WHY 
SHOULD YOU CARE?

Background:  With more than 30,000 members, the National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE)  is one of the largest 
student-governed organizations in the country. Founded in 1975, NSBE now includes more than 394 College, Pre-College, and 
Technical Professional/Alumni chapters in the United States and abroad. NSBE’s mission is "to increase the number of culturally 
responsible black engineers who excel academically, succeed professionally and positively impact the community."

Directions:  In your notebook or on a separate piece of paper, answer the following questions 
below using information from the various webpages and links on http://www.nsbe.org and the 
attached NSBE brochures.  Make sure that you state the idea you had about the text (if you are 
responding to a specific question, be sure your idea restates the question). Now give supporting 
evidence from the text. To cite explicitly, paraphrase or use quotes from the text. If you use direct 
quotes from a text, you must use quotation marks.

General Activity Questions: 

1. What is the old name for National Society of Black Engineers?

2. Why was NSBE founded, and what section or page of the website did you find the information? (Write a 

sentence to explain your answer)

3. What type of person would benefit from being involved in NSBE? (Explain in detail) 

4. Who can join NSBE’s PCI chapters, and what does PCI stand for? 

5. When was the first national meeting for the National Society of Black Engineers held? 

6. Where is the NSBE home office located?  How do you know?  (write your answers in complete sentences)

7. List 7 benefits of being a NSBE Jr. Member.

8. List 5 benefits of being a Collegiate Member of NSBE.

9. List 3 benefits of being a Professional Member of NSBE.

10. How much does it cost to be NSBE Jr. member?

11. List 3 NSBE programs or scholarships that seem interesting to you and explain why.

12. Where was the 2016 National Convention Held?

13. What is NSBE’s 10 year strategic plan?

14. What is the SEEK program stand for, and discuss how you arrived at your answer?  (Explain in detail)

15. Do you have any NSBE PCI chapters in your state?  If so, how many?

Extension Activitiy:

If you don’t already have one, find a teacher that 
will help you start a NSBE chapter at your school 
so that you can join in on the fun and participate 
in all of the networking opportunities.  .

 

http://www.nsbe.org


WHAT IS THE NATIONAL BLACK ENGINEERS, AND WHY 
SHOULD YOU CARE? Answer Key

Background:  With more than 30,000 members, the National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE)  is one of the largest 
student-governed organizations in the country. Founded in 1975, NSBE now includes more than 394 College, Pre-College, and 
Technical Professional/Alumni chapters in the United States and abroad. NSBE’s mission is "to increase the number of culturally 
responsible black engineers who excel academically, succeed professionally and positively impact the community."

Directions:  In your notebook or on a separate piece of paper, answer the following questions below using 
information from the various webpages and links on http://www.nsbe.org.  Make sure that you state the idea you had 
about the text (if you are responding to a specific question, be sure your idea restates the question). Now give 
supporting evidence from the text. To cite explicitly, paraphrase or use quotes from the text. If you use direct quotes 
from a text, you must use quotation marks.

General Activity Questions: 

1. What is the old name for National Society of Black Engineers? Black Society of Engineers or BSE

2. Why was NSBE founded, and what section or page of the website did you find the information? (Write a 

sentence to explain your answer) The home tab of the website contains a history section with following 

information: In 1971, two Purdue undergraduate students, Edward Barnette (now deceased) and Fred Cooper 

approached the dean of engineering at Purdue University with the concept of starting the Black Society of Engineers 

(BSE). They wanted to establish a student organization to help improve the recruitment and retention of black engineering 

students

3. What type of person would benefit from being involved in NSBE? (Explain in detail) A positive and creative 

person/ answers will vary

4. Who can join NSBE’s PCI chapters, and what does PCI stand for? Students in grades k-12 may join NSBE’s 

Pre-Collegiate Initiative Chapters (aka. NSBE Jr.)

5. When was the first national meeting for the National Society of Black Engineers held? April 10-12, 1975

6. Where is the NSBE home office located?  How do you know?  (write your answers in complete sentences) 

205 Daingerfield Road Alexandria, Virginia 22314 - The address is listed at the bottom of the page under contact information.

7. List 7 benefits of being a NSBE Jr. Member. Answers will vary but see 

http://www.nsbe.org/Membership/Membership-Benefits.aspx#.WKfc8tIrK1s

8. List 5 benefits of being a Collegiate Member of NSBE. Answers will vary but see 

http://www.nsbe.org/Membership/Membership-Benefits.aspx#.WKfc8tIrK1s

9. List 3 benefits of being a Professional Member of NSBE. Answers will vary but see 

http://www.nsbe.org/Membership/Membership-Benefits.aspx#.WKfc8tIrK1s

10. How much does it cost to be NSBE Jr. member? $5

11. List 3 NSBE programs or scholarships that seem interesting to you and explain why. Answers will vary

12. Where was the 2016 National Convention Held? Boston Massachusetts

13. What is NSBE’s 10 year strategic plan? See the brochure

14. What is the SEEK program stand for, and discuss how you arrived at your answer?  (Explain in detail) See the 

brochure (Summer Engineering Experience for Kids)

15. Do you have any NSBE PCI chapters in your state?  If so, how many? Answers will vary
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